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Terms uſed in Hiſtory and Chronology. 
HisTory. A relation of cvents paſt. 


CHRONOLOGY. The ſcience of computing time. 


ErochA, or Erocn, A certain tries of æras be- 


ginning with an zra and concluding with ſome remark. 
able change of affairs; as did the epoch which com- 
menced with: the creation, and nee till the flood. 


ERA. A date from which years begin to be num- 
bered, ſo years are numbered ſrom the æras of the 
building of Rome, or ſrom the nativity of Chriſt, 


CENTURY. An hundred years; called allo an age. 
B. C. Before Chriſt, 

A. D. Anno Domini: the year of our Lord. 

N. B. The chronology in theſe leſſons 1 is that of 
Sir Iſaac Newton. 7 As 
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LESSONS of HISTORY. 


I. 
HE Almighty created this World near 
6000 years ago, and placed Adam and 
Eve in Aſta, whereabouts cannot be determined. 
Some conjecture it was between the rivers 
Euphrates and Tygris, 

About 1656 years afterwards, it pleaſed God 
to deſtroy the whole World, except Noah's 
family, by a Deluge; and of this Deluge there 
are certain Marks remaining, in every known: 
. to this Day. 

þ 1 . II. | $4 
FTER the Flood, the world was peopled by. * 
Sbem, Ham, and Jap het. ; 

The deſcendants of Japhet peopled the leſſer 4 
Aſia, the northern and eaſtern parts of Aſia, 14 
Europe, and probably America. Fi 

The deſcendants of Shem peopled the middle 
parts of Aſia, Perſia, the Eaſt Indies and Arabia. | 
The Jews deſcended from Shem.. 

The deſcendants of Ham peopled the borders. 
of the Mediterranean Sea and Africa. The: 
Canaanites, the Philiſtines, the inhabitants of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, the Egytians and E- 
thiopians, were the deſcendants of Ham.. 


III. , 
Nimrod, Gen. x. 9. was the firſt founder or 
an empire, It is ſuppoſed he began his empire 1 


—_— 


be depended on, but thoſe of the Bible. 


( 4 ) 
in Aſſyria, 115 years after the flood. Noah, 
Shem, Ham, and Japhet, were then living. 
This empire of Aſſyria was ſoon at an end. 
Learned men are much divided about this 
Period of Time: there are no Records which can 


The 


Tower of Babel was attempted to be built at 


this time. 


N. B. Some ſuppoſe Nimrod to be the ſame 
with the Orion of the Heathens. 


IV 
Egypt was very earl 
lous Kingdom. 
peopled it. 


I 


y a powerful and popu- 
Mizraim, the fon of Ham, 


Under his family the Iſtraelites 
were made Slaves, 


Pharaoh was a Name com- 
mon to moſt of the Kings of Egypt. 


It is 


extremely difficult to aſcertain the exact Hiſtory 
of the Revolutions that happened in this King- 


dom, 


It was at one time under the dominion 


of a race of Kings, called the Shepherd Kings, 
whoſe Memory was held in great abhorrence by 
the Egyptians. It was conquered by the Ethi- 
opians, Aſſyrians, Babylonians, Perſians, 30 B. C. 
by the Romans, and laſt of all by the Turks, 


under whom it now remains. 


5 


2. 


Two things are very remarkable in the Hiſ- 
tory of Egypt; the Pyramids and the river 
Nile. The Pyramids are vaſt piles of building, 
remaining to this day, but ſo very ancient, that 
all authors ſpeak of them as built long before 


their 
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BY iy, 
their time : their purpoſes alſo are unknown. 
Some ſuppoſe them. Tombs for their Kings. — 
There is no Rain in Egypt; the Nile riſes, at 
certain periods, and overflows the land; this 
fertilizes it and anſwers the ſame purpoſe as 
Rain. 
IV. 3. x 

The influence that Egypt had over the reſt 
of the world, in the early ages, was very re- 
markable. Here moſt probably began that 
Syſtem of Idolatry, that overſpread the whole 
World. Ham was, after his death, worſhipped 
in Egypt, under the name of Jupiter Hammon, 
or Ammon, and his Deſcendants, under the 
various appellations of Mercury, Venus, Juno, 
&c. The Egyptians tho? ſunk into groſs ido- 
latry, were the moſt learned of all the nations 
of antiquity. It is remarkable, that Ham, 
(though curſed of God) was worſhipped after 
his death, and became the Cauſe of Idolatry to 
the moſt polite Nations of the World. 


V. 

China 1s a very ancient Monarchy, and was 
peopled ſoon after the Flood. Some conjecture 
that Noah went to China, and was the $8 as 
the firſt Monarch of the Chineſe. China pro- 
duced the great CONFUCIUS, who taught the 
pureſt doctrines of any uninſpired perſon, He 
was remarkable for his modeſty, and acknow- 
ledged the Doctrines he taught were not his 
own, but had been taught 1500 years before. 
He flouriſhed, 500 years B. C. His doctrines 

| are 
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g COON 
are now held in the greateſt veneration in China. 
The Tartars ſubdued the Chineſe, They are 
remarkable for their little intercourſe with the 
reſt of the world, and hence their Cuſtoms and 
Manners have ſcarcely varied for ages. 

VI. 

Syria, Aſſyria, and Babylon, were, in their 
turns, great Empires, in Aſia. 

Syria, the capital of which was Damaſcus, 
began to be conſiderable in the reign of David, 
1015 B. C. 

Aria roſe as the Syrian Empire declined : 
its Greatneſs begun with Pul, in 790 B. C. Ni- 
neveh was its Capital. Pul is ſuppoſed to be 
the King to whom Jonah was ſent. 

Babylon roſe on the Ruins of the Aſſyrian. 
Babylon was its Capital, and Nebuchadnezzar 
its greateſt king, in 538, it was conquered by 
the Medes and Perſians, commanded by Cyrus. 

All theſe Countries are now under the Turks. 


VAL I. 31 
4 
| 


The Perſian empire ſucceeded the Aſſyrian, 
and was founded by Cyrus, who was one of 
the greateſt Characters of antiquity. Ir pleaſed 
God to inſpire the prophet Iſaiah, to propheſy 
of Cyrus by name, 100 years before he was 
born“. He freed the Jews from their captivity. 
It is ſaid the Prophecies of Iſaiah were ſhewed 
to Cyrus. Perſia was conquered, 332 B. C. by 
Alexander the Great, Zoroaſter the great Per- ( 


* 1/aiah xliv. and latter end of chap, xlv. : i 
| | ſian 
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; 7. | 
fian Lawgiver lived 510 B. C. Perſia is now 
a Monarchy, and its religion Mahometaniſm. 
VII. 2. 
PERSIA. 
The Empire ſtood upwards of 200 years, 
that is, from the time of Cyrus, 536 B. C. to 


its ſubjugation by Alexander the Great 333 
B. C. Cambyſes, Smerdis, Darius Hy ſtaſpis, 


Xerxes, Artaxerxes Longimanos, Xerxes II. 
Ochus or Darius called Nothus, Artaxerxes 
Mnemon, Ochus, Arſes, and the unfortunate 
Darius Codamannus, were the Monarchs who, 
in that ſpace. of time, filled the Throne.— 
Darius Hyſtaſpis, and Xerxes were the two 
Monarchs who firſt attacked the Greeks. The 
latter Kings, grown wiſe by their defeat, con- 
tented themſelves with artfully promoting Dit. 
ſenſions amongſt the Greeks. 


VIII. 
FOUR MONARCH IES. 


It is uſual to comprize Ancient Hiſtory under 
Four Great Monarchies ; reckoned, 

Firſt, The Afyrian, begun in 790 B. C. 
ended 5 38 B. C. 

Second, The Perſian or Median, beginning 
538 B. C. ending 332 B. C. 


Third, The Grecian or Macedonian, begin- 


ning 332 B. C. under Alexander the Great; 
ending very ſoon after as an Empire. The 


famous States of Greece ſubſiſted long after, 
till 100 B. C. 
B | Fourth, 


5 
Fourth, The Roman, the greateſt Empire 
that ever exiſted in the World, begun, if 


reckoned from the building of Rome, 573 B. C. 


ended 476 A. D. 

N. B. The Aſſyrian Empire mentioned here 
is the ſame with the Babylonian, which was 
properly a continuation of the Old Aſſyrian, 
and therefore is in Hiſtory fo called. * 


. 


cia Nations, whoſe Hiſlories are connected 
with the Bible. 


Egypt. Here the Iſraclites were held in 


Slavery from 1635 to 1491 B. C. Prophecies 
reſpecting their Fate are to be found in Iſaiah, 


Jeremiah, Ezekiel, &c. 


Syria, This we read of Ifaiah chap. xvii.. 


1 Chron. ch. xvii, The Aſſyrians invaded Ju- 


dea, in the Reign of Hezekiah, and carried the: 


Ten Tribes captive in 721 B. C. They are 


propheſied of in Jaiab, Feremiab, Ezekiel, and. 


Nabum. 
Babylon. This Empire is frequently men- 


tioned in ſcripture not only for its own Idolatries 


and Enormities, but as a Type or Figure of the 


Church of Rome. The Babylonians took the 


Kingdom of Judah, 606 B. C. Their Fate is 
foretold in Daniel, Ezekiel, Aae and 1/aiab. 
IX. ng” 
Ae Nations, ohoſe Hi ;forics are connected 
with the Bible. 
Medes and Perſians, as they conquered the 
Babylonians, or Aſſyrians, the Jews fell into 


B 2 their 
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their hands. Of them we read in Daniel and 


in Eſther. They are propheſied of in Daniel 
and in Iſaiah chap. xliv. and xlv. 

Macedonian or Grecian, under 1338 
the Great. This kingdom is fortold by Daniel, 
chap. ii. ver. 39. chap. vii. ver. 6. chap, viii. 


ver. 3, 4» 5, © 


Romans. They alſo held the Jews in cap- 


tivity, and finally conquered them, ſoon after 


our Lord's Death. Prophecies reſpecting them 
are to be found in Deut. chap. xxviii. ver. 49, 


50, 51, 52. Daniel chap. ii. ver. 40, 41, 42s. 


43. and Chap. vii. ver. 7. 
N. B. The Four Mozarchies are expreſsly 


1 


foretold under the Figure of a Great Image, 


by the Prophet Daniel. 
* 
'GRECIAN HISTORY. 


Ancient Greece was bounded on the Eaſt by“ 


the Egean Sea, now the Archipelago. On the 
South, by the Cretan or Canaian Sea. On the 


Weſt by the lonian Sea, On the North by 


Illyria and Thrase. It is now the South part 


of Turkey in Europe, and ſubject to the Turks. 
X 10 


. 
GREECE. 2 


The Climate of Greece was peculiarly charm- 
ing, equally exempted from cold or ſultry heat. 


The Soil was correſpondent to the Climate, pro- 


ducing, in plenty, not only the Neceſſaries, but 
the Luxuries of Life. 


The Language of Greece was no leſs admi- 


rable than its natural Advantages, particularly 
| + Ta fitteck 


8 . 
fitted to convey ſublime and pathetic Ideas. 
Eloquence, Force, and Harmony are ſaid to be 

the Characteriſtics of the Greek Language. 
. * 
Ne 

The Hiſtory of Greece, or of the Grecian States 
is always ſuppoſed very important. Their Love 
of Liberty, their Eloquence, their ſurprizing pro- 
ficiency in all the fine Arts (in which, even in 
in theſe latter times, we can only imitate them), 
make their Hiſtory worthy of attention. The 
principal States of Greece were Athens, Sparta 
or Lacedemon, Thebes, and Corinth. They 
and all the leſſer States were conquered by the 
Romans, at different times, about 100 B. C. 
Theſe States were chiefly Republican. Macedon 
was a ſmall Kingdom in Greece, and became 
conſiderable from about 332 B. C. to 200 B. C. 
This Kingdom was alſo ſubdued by yo 8 

Who 5 

OLYMPIC GAMES. 
Theſe were celebrated at Elis, near the City 
Olympia, in Greece. They conſiſted of Chariot 
Races, Wreſtling, c. Great Pains were taken 
to accompliſh the Competitors for theſe Exer- 
ciſes, and the Victor was ſolemnly crowned 
in an Aſſembly of all Greece. Four Years 
elapſed between the Games ; every fifth Year 
they were celebrated. Theſe Years were called 
Olympiads, and are of great Conſequence in 
Hiſtory, as they are ufed as Eras. Events 
were ſaid to happen in ſuch and ſuch an 
| Olympiad. 
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5 
Olympiad. They ſubſiſted from 776 B. C. to 
440 A. D. as Eras, though the Games were 
not celebrated all that Time. 


XII, 
AREOPAGUS. 


This Court was inſtituted long before the 


Time of Solon, but he fo much reformed it, 
that he may almoſt be accounted its Inſtitutor, 
This court had juriſdiction in matters of Reli- 
gion, They were intruſted with the Care of 
the Public Money, and Power to puniſh thoſe 
who lived in Idleneſs, &c. &c. They always 
met by Night; and the Number of the Judges 
ſometimes amounted to 200, This Couft was 
highly reſpected on account of the ſingular 
Integrity of its Judges. 
XIII. 

Origin of the Council of the Amplyctions. 

Apes before Letters were employed to record 
the Tranſactions of the Greeks, a regular Eſ- 
tabliſhment had been made of an Aſſembly of 
Deputies, from the Grecian Provinces, about 
Mount Eta; who met twice a year in a Temple 
dedicated to Ceres near Thermopyla. The 
1 of this Inſtitution was to obviate the 

vils ariſing from the jarring Intereſts of ſo 
many States, to concert Meaſures for Defence 
againſt Foreign Enemies. In after Times, they 


took the Delphian Oracle under their protection 


and took cognizance of the Religious Concerns 
of the Grecian States, Every independent 


Grecian 


TITS (28: 
Grecian State had a Right to ſend two Deputies, 
The Proceedings of this Court were conducted 
with great Prudence and Dignity, and its Decrees 
highly reſpected. : 

* XIV. | 

The Siege of Troy, by Ten Princes of Greece, 
is in itſelt a very remarkable piece of Ancient 
Hiſtory z but made more ſo by being the Subject 
of the fineſt and oldeſt Poem now extant; viz, 
the Iliad of Homer, Homer is ſuppoſed. by 
ſome to have written it 850 B. C. others ſup- 

oſe he wrote before that. The Time of the 


Hege is alſo variouſly placed: ſome imagine it 


to be 900 B. C. The Story is briefly this: 
Paris, ſon of Priam, King of Troy, carried off 
Helen, wife of Menelaus, King of Sparta. The 
confederate Kings of Greece beſieged Troy, to 
revenge this Inſult, and after Ten Years took it, 
and deſtroyed all Priam's Family. 


. 
ORIGIN OF ORACLES, 


Fable, —A Black Pigeon flew from Thebes, 


in Egypt, to Dodona, in Greece, and, perching 
on an Oak, proclaimed that an Oracle to Jupiter 
ſhould be eſtabliſhed there, The Dodonians 
obeyed. 

Real Fal. -A Woman, attendant of the 
Temple of Jupiter, at Thebes, was carried away 
by a Captain of a Phenecian Veſſel, who ſold 
Her, at Epirus. The Woman, to mend her 
Condition, pretended to propheſy, and delivered 
Anſwers to Queſtions under an Oak. The cre- 
dulous 


( 13 ) 5 

dulous People believed her Pretenſions, and 
erected a Temple to Jupiter, at Dodona, and 
a Habitation for her. As ſhe ſpoke an unknown 
Language at firſt, they ſaid ſhe ſpoke like a 


Pigeon, but when ſhe learnt the Greek Lan- 
| guage they ſaid ſhe ſpoke with a human Voice. 


XV. 2. 
Origin of the famous Oracle of Delpbos. 


This was held in the greateſt Reputation of 
all. On the South Side of Parnaſſus was a deep 
Cavern, from which iſſued a Vapour or Effluvia, 
that affected the Brain, This was found out 
by throwing ſome Goats into Convuſions, who 
fed near it. The Goatherd, going himſelf near 
it, became frantic, —Theſe Circumſtances, the 


ſuperſtitious Ignorance of the Times attributed 


to a Deity refiding in the Place, All the 
Fooleries, uttered by the Perſons, thus intoxi- 
| cated by the Vapours, paſſed for Prophecies, 
At laſt it was determined, one Perſon only, and 
that a Virgin, ſhould attend the Place; a Stool, 
reſting on three Feet, was placed over the Ca- 
vern, through, which ſhe inhaled the Vapour. 
The Stool was called a Tripod. The Virgin 
was called a Pytboneſs. And in after times 


Apollo was ſuppoſed to be the preſiding Deity. 


. | 
Manner of conducting the Delphian Oracle. 


At firſt yonng Girls were preferred ; but 
one of them being carried off, it was decreed, 
7 C none 
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none under 50 ſhould be appointed; thoſe moſt 


ſimple were preferred, The Office was very 
undefirable, Force was often neceſſary to oblige 
the poor Creature to mount the Tripod ; for 
Inſtances have been known of the Pythoneſſes 
expiring on the Tripod, owing to extreme 


Convulſions the Vapour occaſioned, The Prieſts 


uſed-to lead them on, and hold them there till 
they were worked up to any Pitch they thought 
neceſſary. Sacrifices were neceſſary before they 
mounted, and if not propitious, the Pythoneſs 
did not mount. Thus the Prieſts had it in 
their power to deny or delay the anſwers. The 
Anſwers were in general capable of double 


Interpretations. Kings and great Men uſually - 


bribed the Prieſts for favourable ones. 


VI. I. 
SPARTA or LACEDZEMON. 

This State was governed by two Kings, who 
poſſeſſed equal Powers. It may be eaſily ſup- 
poied ſuch a Government produced very diſ- 
agreeable Conſequences, yet thoſe Conſequences 
forwarded the Liberty of the People; for ſcalouſy 
ariſing frequently b=tween the two Kings, it 
became neceſlary for each to court the Favour 
of the People, and this gave the People ſuch 


Importance, that the royal Authority became a 


meie Shadow, | 
VI. . * 
SPARTA. LYCURGUS. 

About 708, aroſe the greateſt Lawgiver that 

profane Hiſtory knows, Lycurgus of Sparta: 

C2 he 


( 1s.) 
he was deſcended, as all the royal Family of 
Sparta were, from Hercules. By the Death, of 
his Brother, one of the Kings of Sparta, the 
Throne devolved to him ; but on finding his 
Brother's Widow was breeding, he declared he 
only held the Crown in Truſt for the Child, 
ſhould it prove a Son, The unnatural Queen, 
however, ſent him Word, that, if he would 
marry her, ſhe would deſtroy the Child, as ſoon 
as it was born. Lycurgus diſdained the Pro- 
poſal, but fearing the infamous Woman would 
deſtroy the Child, pretended to accept the Offer, 
placing about her People on whom he could 
depend, to bring the Child to him, if a Boy, 
as ſoon as it was born, It proved a Boy, and 


being brought to him, while at Supper with the 


Magiſtrates, he took 1t in his Arms, preſented 
it to them, as their King, and took on himſelf 
the Taſk of Governing tor him. 


XVI. 2. 
L'Y.C UR G US. 
After ſuch an Inſtance of Uprightneſs and 


Diſintereſtedneſs, it is no wonder that Tycurgus 


was venerated and obeyed. He travelled to 


Crete, reſolving, if poſſible, to new model the 


Spartan Government; and that Country being 
remarkable for its wiſe Inſtitutions, it appeared 
to him the Place moſt worth his Attention. He 
was earneſtly defired to return to Sparta, and 
take on him the Reformation of the State. He 
thought proper, however, to conſult the Oracle 
at Delphi, from whom he received this Reſponſe: 


C3 That 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


(405+) 
“ That he was ſingularly favoured by the 
« Gods; himſelf more God than Man, and that 
« to him it was given to eſtabliſh the moſt 
« excellent of all Syſtems of Government.“ 


. 
INSTITUTIONS OF LYCURGUS. 


He firſt divided all Lands equally ; thus was 
all Diſtinction of Poor and Rich baniſhed from 
Sparta. All Gold and Silver Monies were pro- 
hibited, and Iron ſubſtituted in its ſtead, Every 
one, even the Kings, were obliged to eat in 
public, and nothing was more plain and frugal 
than theſe public Tables. It was the great aim 
of Lycurgus to make all Sparta but as one 
Family ; hence the Children were all bred up at 
public Schools. Their Education were ſuch as 
formed them to be patient, hardy, modeſt, 
and ready at all Stratagems that could be of uſe 
in War. For this Reaſon they were encouraged 
to ſteal their Food. They were continually 
exerciſed in ſuch Converſations as tended to 
give them Quickneſs in Reply. Loquaciouſneſs 
was diſcouraged, hence aroſe that ſhort conciſe 
Manner of Speaking for which the Lacede- 
monians were ſo famous, called from thence a 
Laconiſm, or a Laconic way of Speaking. 

Many Cruelties, however, diſgraced the Spar- 
tan Laws, In chief and principal Excellence 
was, it exactly produced the Effect deſired. 


XVII. 


1 
. 

AT H E N 8. i 
Athens was at firſt a Monarchy ; Cecrops was 
its firſt King. Theſeus, ſo famous in Ancient 
Hiſtory, for his Combat with the Minotaur, 
was one of the Kings of Athens, and a very 
wiſe One. Codrus was the laſt. King, 804, 
on his Death it became Republican, and two 
Governors called Archons appointed. One of 
theſe, named Draco, framed a Body of Laws 
for the Athenians fo ſevere that it was ſaid his 
Laws were written in Blood. The Athenian 
People were of all others the moſt difficult to 
be governed; Fickle to a Proverb, though of 
remarkable Accuteneſs and Genius, unbounded 
in their Love of Liberty; ſoft Manners, and 
a keen and delicate Wit characterized the 
Athenians. | / 
XVII. 2. 
A1 HRE NS 


Solon was the Legiſlator of Athens ; he flou- 
riſhed about 549 B. C. He was an amiable 
Man and an excellent Citizen, The particular 
Laws of Solon were ſuperior to his general 
Forms of Government. He cancelled Debts 
more eaſily to extricate from Miſery and Op- 
preſſion thoſe who were Poor. He ordained 
every Citizen might proſecute whoever injured 
another. Thoſe who had no Children might 
leave their Fortune to whom they pleaſed. Every 
one was obliged to bring his Son to ſome Bu- 
ſineſs. Every Citizen might ſpeak in the ow 

| ic 
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lick Aſſemblies; and to be neuter in a Debate 
was deemed Infamous. NE 
* 
SOCRATES. 

It was the Fate of Herates to live at a Time 
when the Athenians were exceedingly degenerate, 
(viz. from 469 to 400 B. C. at the Time of 
the 30 Tyrants) he had ever diſdained flattering 


the Vices or complying with the Prejudices of. 


his Countrymen; by this he became obnoxious 
to their Reſentment, and they accuſed him of 
rejecting the eſtabliſned Religion of his Country, 
and corrupting the Youth of Athens. How far 
the enlightened Mind of Socrates might lead 
him to the firſt is perhaps a Queſtion, but the 
latter was utterly falſe. They however con- 
demned him to Death, viz. to drink Hemlock. 


The Intrepidity, the Chearfulneſs and Calmneſs 


with which he went through the laſt trying 
Scene was truly worthy the reſt of his Lite, and 
form one of the molt ſtriking Scenes of Profane 
Hiſtory, 400 B. C. * 


| + TEN 
SOCRATES, born about 469 B. C. 

He was the brighteſt Ornament of Athens, 
and is juſtly conſidered as the firſt and moſt 
excellent of the Heathen Philoſophers. He 
carefully ſtudied the Paſſions and the Principles 
of Good and Evil; he inculcated his Precepts 
with Candour, Simplicity, and Preciſion, he led 
his Pupils to Virtue in the moſt alluring Man- 


ner; his Method of. arguing was peculiar ; he 
would 
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would aſk his Adverſary Queſtions, as if to gain 


Information, but from his Opponents Anſwers 
he would ſhew the Abſurdity of his Principles; 


thus he led him to Truth: hence this way of 


arguing 1s called Socratic. ye 4 


| XVIII. 
GRECIAN HISTORY. 

Darius, King of Perſia, 521 B. C. endea- 
voured to conquer Greece. Athens and Sparta 
united againſt him. - The Athenians defeated 
Darius at Marathon under the Conduct of 
Miltiades. Two great Men aroſe in Athens, 
Ariſtides and Themiſtocles ; Ariſtides, ſo remark- 
able for Juftice and inflexible Virtue, that he 
was ſurnamed The Juſt; yet ſo fickle were the 
Athenians that they grew tired of him, and ba- 
niſned him by Means of the Oftraci/m; and fo 
obedient to the Laws and fo juſt was Ariſtides 
that he wrote his own Name on a Shell, for a 
Peaſant; who could not write, and not knowing 
Ariſtides, begged him to write for him. The- 
miſtocles was brave, but ambitious and jealous 


of Ariftides. 
xIx. » 


GRECIAN' HISTORY. 
Aerxes Son of Darius, invaded Greece with 

a moſt numerous Army. The Athenians and 
Hartans again oppoſed the Perfians. The 
Jpartans under Leonidas met Xerxes with 4000 
Men, at Thermopyla ; there Leonidas, with 300, 
bravely oppoſed Xerxes, and were all cut to 
Pieces; ſtill Xerxes perſiſted, and various Bat- 
D | tles 
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tles were fought, in which the Greeks ſhewed 
Prodigies of Valour, Love of their Country, 
and true Virtue ; but Athens and Sparta grew 
jealous of each other; the Perfians however 
were driven out of Greece, greatly ſuperior as 
they were in Power, Riches, and Numbers; 


the Grecian Superiority conſiſted in Mind alone, 


and produced Actions that inſured Victory over 
effemintate, luxurious, ungoverned Men. 


XX. * 
GRE CIAN HISTORY. 


Athens and Sparta growing extremely jealous 


of each other, at laſt took up Arms, and the 
other States ot Greece, Joining ſome with Athens 
but the greater Number with Harta, produced 
what is called in Hiſtory, the Pelopenneſſian 
War, B. C. 431 to 404. Perſia profited by 
theſe internal Commotions of Greece. 


XXI. { HH 45- x 


The Pelopenneſſian War, Which raged 27 
Years, proved tavourable at laſt to the Lace- 
demonians, and Lyſander the Spartan General 


tyrannized over the Athenians in the molt cruel 


Manner; he eſtabliſhed the thirty Archons, 
inſtead of the democratic Form of Government 
of Solon; thele proved fo tyrannical, that they 
are known in Hittory by the Name of the 
30 Tyrants, This humiliating State of Athens 
| Jaſted from 404 B. C. to 400 B. C. Sparta 
roſe to a height of Glory and Power under 
Hſander, and her Kings Agis and Agiſilaus, but 
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behaved with an Inſolence and Pride that in the 
End proved her Ruin. 
XXII. * , — 
TFF ; 
Lacedemon or Sparta made a moſt unjuſt Uſe 
of her Power, and particularly employed it to 
humble Thebes. Pelopidas, a rich powerful 
young Man, and Epaminondas, a Man endued 
with the moſt valuable Qualifications, but poor, 
were united. in the moſt ardent and virtuous 
Friendſhip. And to theſe two illuſtrious Ci- 
tizens it was given to reſcue their Country from 
Subjection to Sparta, and raiſe it to an Height of 
Glory it. before had never attained, 379 B. C. 


„ 
T H E NE 
Pelopidas, alarmed at the Meaſures of the 
Spartans, fled to Atbens; there he concerted 
Meaſures with ſome of his baniſhed Country- 
men, to reſcue his Country; they intrepidly 
ventured to Thebes, and entered under the Diſ- 
iſe of Hunters. Epaminondas joined them, 
and while the Spartans were feaſting, broke in 
upon them and ſlew them; they then opened 
the Priſons, aſſembled the People, informed 
them of their Reſtoration to their Liberty, and 
were hailed as the Deliverers of their Country. 
The War they now carried on with Sparta 
gave freſh Opportunities of diſplaying the 
wonderful Qualities of theſe two great Men; 
Pelopidas was killed in Battle, 364 B. C. 9 
Epaminondas met with the ſame Fate, 363 B. C. | 
D 3 | the - 
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the moſt perfect Character in Greece; and as 
Thebes roſe to Glory under theſe two illuſtrious 
Men, ſhe funk with them. The Battles of 
Leuftra and Mantinea were the molt famed. 


| XXIV. 
 PHILIP- OF MACEDON. - 
Macedon had till the time of Philip been of 
little Conſequence among the Grecian States. 
Philip had been obliged (though of the royal 
Family) to take Refuge in Thebes; but when 
a fit Opportunity offered, about 360 B. C. he 
appeared in Macedon; and by the Diſplay of 3 
his Talents, induced the People to depoſe the | 
then King, and elevate him to the Throne. 1 
Philip was poſſeſſed of the Qualities that moſt 1 
fit a Man for governing a Kingdom; wiſe, 
politic, enterprizing, and brave, he knew how 
to take Advantage of every Event, and ſcrupled. 
no Means that led to Power; his own Mind 
was ſo fruitful in Reſources, that he needed not 
to intruſt any Confidants : he by his Art and | 
Conduct gained an entire Aſcendancy over all 1 
the other Grecian States; he was aſſaſſinated if 
+4 
| 
| 


334 B. C. Demoſthenes, the great Athenian 
Orator, oppoſed Philip with all the Arts of 
Rhetoric, 5 10 
. :. 4 
ALEXANDER THE GREAT. x 

Alexander ſacceeded his Father Philip to the 
Throne of Macedon, 33 5 B. C. at the Age of 20. 
His Education had been taken more Care ß 
then falls to the general Lot of Princes. 1. 
riſtotle [1 
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riftotle the famous Grecian Philoſopher had the 
care of it from his Infancy, and Mexander 
began his Reign with that Spirit, Vigour and 
Wiſdom that marked all his ſubſequent Actioas: 
his Reign forms one of the moſt celebrated 
Epochas of Hiſtory. No ſooner was Alexander 
ſeated on his Throne than he meditated the 
Conqueſt: of Perſia; and Darius Codomannus 
prepared to oppoſe him,, with all the Pomp of 
Multitude and Luxury that marked the Afatic 
Armies. | 
©» © © Am » 

Alexander in a very little Time overthrew the 
vaſt Perfian Empire. Darius Codomannus was 
the unfortunate Sovereign of Perſia at this 
Time; his unwieldy ungoverned Armies could 
not withſtand the Vigour and united Efforts of 
the diſciplined Macedonian Troops—the Con- 
queſts of Alexander were wonderfully rapid ; 
Darius was killed ſoon after the Battle of 
Arbela, by Beſſus General of the Baftrians.— 
Alexander ſhewed many Inſtances of true Great- 
neſs of Mind in his Love of Learning, and his 
generous Treatment of the unhappy Family of 
Darius. He founded the City of Alexanaria, 
and ſhewed he underſtood the Arts of Peace as 
well as thoſe of War; but he grew intoxicated 
with his Succeſſes, wiſhed to be thought the 
Son of Jupiter, burnt the beautiful Palace at 
Penepolis in a drunken Frolic, and owing to 
his Debaucheries died at the early Age of 33, 
323 B. C. | 

1 XXV. 
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MACEDONIAN EMPIRE. 


The great Empire gained by Alexander ſoon 
ſoon fell to pieces; the Family of Alexander were 
ſoon deſtroyed, and the Empire divided amongſt 
his four Generals, thus: 

Ptolomy had Egypt and Paleſline. 

Seleucus— Perfia, Babylon, Sc. his Succeſſors 
were called the Seleucida. 

Lyſymachus had Thrace. , 

Caſſander— Macedon and Greece. 


XXVI. 
HISTORY OF GREECE. 


After the Death of Alexander, ſome Efforts 
S were made by the Grecian States to recover 
their Liberties, and ſeveral great Men roſe 
who performed Actions, which in better Times 
would have inſured Succeſs, but the Greeks 
were very different Men from what they had 
been; their Connections with Pera had cor- 
| rupted their Manners; the Luxuries of Afia had 
by Means of Perſia been introduced. amongſt 
them, Rome was riſing in all her Glory and 
| Greece was no longer in à Condition to oppoſe 
her. Corinth was firſt ſubdued by the Romans, 
and ſoon after all Greece became a Roman 
Province, known by the Name of Achaia; 
but Rome reſpected Greece and her greateſt 
Oraters went amongſt the Greeks, to acquire 


their delicacy of Taſte. and Elegance of Lan- 
guage, | | | 


XXVII. 
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| XX VII. 
Recapitulation of the Grecian Hiflory. 
The Grecian States, ſuch as Sparta or Lace- 
demon, Athens, Corinth, Thebes, &c, were con- 
ſiderable as Republics from about 700 B. C. 
to about 100 B. C. when the Romans ſubdued 
them all one after the other. Macedon was an 
inconſiderable Kingdom till the Time of Philip, 
and Alexander his Son, 335 B. C. This was 
ſubdued by the Romans, 168 B C. | 
The Perfian War, the Peleponeſian War, 
and the entire Conqueſt of Perſia by Alexander, 
and the Achæan League, are the molt extraor- 
dinary Events in the Grecian Hiſtory. 
When all Greece was ſubdued by the Romans, 
it was called by the general Name of Acbaia. 
It is now under the Turkiſh Government. 


8 XXVIII. 
GREAT MEN OF GREECE. | 
Miltiades, Ariflides, Tbemiſtocles, Pauſanius, 

Cimon, Pericles, Alcibiades, Lyſander, Ageſilaus, 
Pelopidas, Epaminondas, and Phocion, were all 
in their turn Men of extraordinary Talents, 
and are famed for various heroic Actions, 
Ariſtides, Cimon, Epaminondas, and Phocion, 
were good as well as great. Aenophon, who 
commanded the Retreat of the 10000, was allo 
one of the moſt elegant of Hiſtorians. Hero- 
dotus, Xensphon, Dionyſius, Thucydides, Clefias, 

Polybius and Plutarch, were all Hiſtorians, 
Demoſthenes, Eſchines, and Jſocrates, were 
Orators, The firſt is called the Prince of 
E Orators. 
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Orators. Hippocrates was a Phyſician. Phi- 
dias, Praxiteles, Zeuxis, and Apelles were Ar- 
chitects, Sculptors, and Painters. Solon and 
Lycurgus were Legiſlators. 
XXIX. 
GRECIAN PHILOSOPHERS. 

Pythagoras. He taught the Unity of God; 
he declared the Almighty was not to be per- 
ceived ; he taught that we ſhould as much as 
poſſible reſemble the Deity. The Metemphy- 
chofis was a chief part of his Doctrine, in con- 
ſequence of which, he forbid the killing and 
eating of Animals. Thales, Anaxagoras, Socra- 
tes, Plato, Ariſtotle, Antiſhenes, Diogenes, Zeno, 
Democritus, Epicurus, and Pyrrho were alto Gre-- 
cian Philoſophers, celebrated for different Doc-- 
trines. Plato and Socrates are the moſt famed. 
Plato was remarkable for writing many eloquant 
Pieces on the Deity, the Soul of Man, and 
Morality. Socrates was remarkable for his 
Love of Virtue, and his beautiful and ſtriking 
manner of reaſoning ; he is called The Divine 

Socrates ; he was poiſoned 400 B. C. 


XXX. 

RELIGION OF GREECE. 

Jupiter, Mars, Apollo, Bacchus, Mercury, 
Venus, Ceres, and Juno, were the Gods and 
Goddeſſes of Greece ; they were really wor- 
ſhipped, If the Philoſophers knew better, 
and it is certain ſome of them did, particularly 
Plato and Socrates, they did not dare oppoſe 
the popular Religion : each of theſe Deities 
880 E 2 had 
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had their Prieſts and Prieſteſſes, and diſſerent 
Rites and Ceremonies. Some of which are 
highly immoral, particularly thoſe of Bacchus. 


Ic is ſuppoſed Socrates was put to Death becauſe 
he believed and taught better Doctrines. 


. XXXI. 1. 
HISTORY OF SICILY. 

Sicily is an Iſland in Europe, in the Mediter- 
ranean Sea, rendered famous by its fruſtfulneſs, 
called from that Circumſtance the Granary of 
Europe. The Beauties of this Ifland have been - 
celebrated by the Poets of all Ages; but all 
theſe Beauties are overbalanced by the dreadful 
Volcano of Mount Etna, which has often. by 
its Eruptions, and the Earthquakes conſequent 
on them, overwhelmed this. Iſland in a mott - 
dreadful Manner. 


XXXI. 2. 


In 719 B. C. Archias, the Son of Energ&es, 
of the Stock of Hercules, led a Colony of Greeks 
from Corinth ; and built Syracuſe (the moſt 
powerful City of Sicily). Several Greet Colo- 
nies ſettled in others Parts of $:c:ly, who became 
republican, but noted for their Luxury and 
Effeminacy. Syracuſe, under Gelon,. became a a 
Monarchy.. Gelon was a great Character.— 
Syracuſe was taken 200 B. C. by the Romans. 
Sicily maintained Wars both with the Athenians - 
and Cartbaginians. Sicily is now under the 
Dominion of a King who is alſo King, of 


Naples. 
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The Kings of Sicily were Gelon, Hiero, his 

Son Thraſybulus, another of his Sons who was 
depoſed, and Syracuſe became a Republic for 
60 Years. Then Diony/ius reigned, a very 
peculiar Character; after him Dionyſius his Son, 
who was depoſed by Dion, who reſtored Liberty 
to Syracuſe. The Sovereign Power was after a 
little while uſurped by Callipus. After ſeveral 
Revolutions, Hiero II. was raiſed to the regal 
Power; after him Hyeronymus; on his Death, 
Scenes of Horror and Confuſion enſued, which 
terminated in Syracuſe becoming a Province of 
Rome. Archimedes, the moſt celebrated Mathe- 
matician of Antiquity, was a Native of Syracuſe, 
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LESSONS of HISTORY. 
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ROMAN HISTORY. 
OME.—The Roman Hiſtory is confidered 
as worthy of Attention, as for many Ages 
the Roman Empire was extended over the 
reateſt Part of the known World. Ir is to 
4 ſuppoſed that the Romans gained this exten- 
ſive Dominion by ſome Qualities that rendered 
them ſuperior to the reſt of Mankind: Romulus, 
of whom many fabulous Stories are related, was 
the Founder of Rome, ſuppoſed by ſome to 
have built it 627 B. C. Rome is now, after 
various Viciſſitudes, under the Dominion of 
the Pope, who reſides there. It is in Tah, 
about the Middle of it, on the River Tyber. 


II. 
HISTORY OF ROME. 

The Hiſtory of Rome may be divided into 
ſeveral Epocha ; firſt that of the Kings, of 
which there were ſeven : 1. Romulus, 2. Numa, 
3. Tullus Hoſtilius, 4. Ancus Martius, 5. Tarquin 
the Elder, 6. Servius Tullus, 7. Tarquin the Proud, 
in whoſe Reign a Revolution was brought about 
which introduces a ſecond Epocha. Rome was 
under the Dominion of Kings about 118 Years. 

N. B. The Religion of Rome was Heatheniſm, 
much the ſame as the Grecian, 3 


„ 
II. 2. 

As the Story of Lucretia is not only re- 
markable in itſeif, but from the Event it pro- 
duced has render her Name immortal, it 1s 
worthy of Attention, She was the Wife of 
Collatinus, remarkable for her Beauty and Vir- 
tue. Sixtus, Son of Targuin, violated her, and 
ſhe, with all the Violence of Heathen Virtue, 
reſolving not to outlive her Diſgrace, ſtabbed 
herſelf; hence. As chaſte as Lucretia, is become 
proverbial. Junius Brutus, who had for fear of 
Targuin, put on the appearance of Idiotiſm, 
was the Perſon who rouſed the Roman People 
to revenge the Wrongs of Lucretia. 


III. 
SECOND EPOCHA. Conſuls inſtead of Rings. 
The regal Government was aboliſhed, and 
two Magiſtrates were annually choſen, who were 
called Conſuls. Conſpiracies were formed to 
reſtore Tarquin, and the two Sons of Brutus 
being among the Conſpirators, he not only con- 
demned them to Death, but ſtood an unmoved 
Spectator of their Execution. This marks the 
general Character of the Romans. The Love 
of their Country ſwallowed up every other 
Paſſion, The Plebeians went to variance with 
the Senators, about the Payment of their Debts, 
and refuſed to go to War till all Debts ſhould 
be cancelled ; they appointed a Magiſtrate called 
a Difator,. and at length inſtituted another 
Form of Government, which begins another 

Epocha about 456 B. C. 


IV. 
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THIRD EPOCHA. | 

The Senate agreed to the Election of Magiſ- 
trates, who were called Tribunes of the People, 
of whom there were at firſt Five; they were 
elected by the People, and commonly from 
their own Body. | 

Coriolanus, a noble Roman of great Bravery, 
incurred the Reſentment of the People, and 
was baniſhed; he joined the Volſcians and in- 
vaded Rome; but was prevented from ruining 
his Country by the Interceſſion of his Mother 
Veturia. 
Many were the Diſſentions in Rome at this 
Period; Cincinnatus made his Appearance; he 
was called to the Dignity of Dictator from the 
Plough, and, after having exerciſed that Office, 
he again retired to his Farm, and was again 
called on to ſerve his Country in Public, which 
he did with the moſt ſtrict Juſtice and Equity, 
456 B. C. 
V. 


I. 
FOURTH EPOCHA. 


The People complaining that for want of 
written Laws they were ſubjected to Oppreſſion, 
from the Caprice of the Magiltates, they ap- 
pointed ten, called Decemwvirs, to compole a a 
new Code of Laws, and accordingly twelve 
Tables were compoſed and approved by the 
Senate and the People. The Decemvirs, it 
was expected would lay down their Office when 
their Work was compleated; but they inſiſted 
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. 
on continuing in Office, and, from being the 
Fathers and Judges of the People, grew the 
moſt execrable Tyrants. Inteſtine Diviſions 
at home, and powerful Enemies abroad, ſeemed 
to threaten the Deſtruction of Rome, about 
443 B. C. | 

| ; A * 
STORY OF VIRGINIA. 


Appius, one of the Decemvirs, ſeeing one 
Day a beautiful Damſel, at one of the public 
Schools, reſolved to have her, but finding ſhe 
was contracted to Icilius, formerly a Tribune 
of the People, found that Fraud or Force was 
neceſſary to obtain her ; he accordingly in- 
ſtructed Claudius to claim her as a Slave, that 
had been ſtolen from him when young, and 
the Cauſe was brought before him, and he 
adjudged Virginia to Gaudius: her Father Vir- 
ginius, begged to embrace her before he parted 
with her for ever; he took her in his Arms, 
and ſtabbing her with a Knife, This alone,” 
ſaid he, can preſerve thy Honour,” and then 
devoting Appius to Deſtruction, raiſed ſuch an 
Inſurrection, that the Senate was obliged to 
aboliſh the Decemvirate, and reſtore the Tri- 
bunes. Appius died or was killed in Priſon, 
about 443 B. C. 

VI. 
FIFTH. EPOCHA. 

A wild and barbarous Nation (the Gaul) 
made Irruptions into ah, and a Part had 
ſettled in the northern Part of 1taly, and from 

8 . thence 
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thence made frequent Incurſions, driving out” 
the original Inhabitants wherever they came. 
The Senate of Rome having ſuccoured ſome of 
thoſe Nations, whom "theſe Barbarians were 
at War with, excited the Reſentment of Bren- 
nus, the General of the Gawls, and he directly 
marched to Rome, doing no Injury to the Coun- 
tries they paſſed through; all was Confuſion at 
Rome; the Gauls attacked the Capitol, and 
murdered the Senators; at laſt the Gauls, after 
having ſacked the City, were, by the Bravery 
of Manlius and Camillus, driven out, and Rome - 
was rebuilt 338 B. C. 


. 

SIATH EPOC HA. 

The Samnites, a neighbouring People, being 
harraſſed by the Romans, aſked the Aſſiſtance 
of Pyrrhus, King of Epirus, in Greece; he who 
was a Man of great Courage and Ambition, 
came to their Succour ; but atter a War of fix 
Years, in which the Romans ſhewed various 
Inſtances of Skill in War, as a Nation, and 
ſurpriſing greatneſs of Mind, as Individuals, - 
Pyrrbus was obliged to return home humbled - 
and vanquiſhed, . Rome now ſaw herſelt without 
Rivals, near home, and therefore-panted after 
toreign Conqueſts, and declared War on a 
frivolous Pretext againſt Carthage, -a great and 
flouriſhing Nation, in Africa, near where Tunis 
now ſtands. The War carried on with this 


Nation was called the Punic War, 
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VII. 2. 

PUNIC WARS, of which there were three. 
FIRST PUNIC WAR. 


Carthage was built about 137 Years be- 
fore Rome. The Carthaginians had conquered , 
the greateſt Part of Sicily, except Syracuſe ; but 
the chief Strength of Carthage lay in her Fleets 
and Commerce. If we may believe the Romans, 
they were at this Time a very diſſolute and 
luxurious People. They began the War on 
each Side with the utmoſt Vigour. In one 
Action the Roman General Regulys was taken 
Priſoner; after this the Carthaginians hoping 
through Regulus to obtain Peace, ſent him to 
Rome; when he came there, to the Surpriſe of 
all, he adviſed the Senate to continue the War, 
though he knew that. he muſt Periſh for this 
Advice, on his Return to Carthage ; accordingly 
when he came back, this People who knew not 
how to feel this amazing Inſtance of greatneſs 
of Mind, put Regulus to the moſt exquilite 
Tortures, and then murdered him. The Car- 
tbaginiaus were ſoon obliged to ſue for Peace, 
and Rome continued in. a State of Peace for 
ſome Years, 


. | 
SECOND PUNIC WAR. 
The Carthaginians, who had only made Peace 
- becauſe they could not continue the War, took 
the earlieſt Opportunity of renewing it. During 
this War one of the greateſt Characters of An- 
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tiquity makes his Appearance ; Hannibal, of 
Carthape?, the Son of Amilcar, he was poſſeſſed 
of. Courage, Preſence of Mind, Patience and 
Temperance ; he paſſed the Alps, fubdued the 
Roman Army commanded by Emilivs, and had 
it not been that his Army loſt themſelves in 
Pleaſures, at Capua, Rome moſt probably would 
have ſubmitted to, his victorious Arms. For- 
tune again favoured the Romans, Scipio Africauus 
Who was more than a Hero, for he was a good 
Man, oppoſed Hannibal, and overcame him, at 
Zama, this Battle was one of the moſt memorable 
of Antiquity ; after this Carthage ſued for Peace. 
This War laſted 17 Years, 


1 
THIRD PUNIC WAR. 

At this Time the Romans were engaged in 
a War with Philip of Macedon, whom they 
ſubdued; then with Autiochus King of Syria. 
Antiochus had received Hannibal at his Court. 
The Romans inſiſted on his being giving up. 
Hannibal wandered to Bythinia ; there allo the 
vindictive Romans followed him, and demanded: 
him of the King, who; fearing the Romans, ſet a 
Guard on him; the poor old General, thus 
perſecuted, ſent for Poiſon and drinking it died, 
as he had lived, with intrepid Bravery, 183 B. C. 
The Romans cannot be juſtified in their Treat- 
ment of him; ſoon after this they marched to 
Carthage, which they totally ſubdued, and that 
in a moſt revengeful and ſhocking Manner, 


148 B. C. 5 
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SEVENTH EPO C HA. 


The foreign Wars had ſuſpended the Diſ- 
putes between the Senate and the People, but 
the Cauſe ſtill ſubſiſted; the vaſt Riches the 
Patricians had acquired rendered the Condition 
of the lower Orders ſtill more pitiable; the 
higher Orders grew luxurious and oppreſſive. 
The Gracchi, two young Men of great Talents, 
and educated by their Mother, the illuſtrious 
Cornelia, in Sentiments the moſt virtuous and 
exalted, undertook the Defence of the Plebeians; 
but appear to have undertaken it with too 
much Paſſion and Reſentment againſt the Se- 
nate ; hence they were accuſed of Sedition, and 
Tiberius Gracchus was murdered; ſome Time 
after Caius Gracchus was choſen Tribune, but 
ſoon loſt his Life alſo in a popular Tumult, 
131 B. C. 

| VIII. 2. 
F 


This illuſtrious Lady was the Daughter of 
Scipio Mricanus; ſhe took on herſelf the Educa- 
tion of her two Sons, Tiberius and Caius Gracchus, 
and inſpired them with virtuous Sentiments. 
She was the Wonder of Rome, for her Learning, 
Virtue and Politeneſs. One Day, ſhewing her 
Sons to a Lady, who made an oftentatious 
Diſplay of her Jewels, © Theſe are my Jewels,” 
ſaid ſhe, ſhewing her two Sons. She bore their 
Loſs with amazing Conſtancy and Fortitude. 
| IX. 
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This illuſtrious Lady was the Daughter of - 
Scipio Aricanus; ſhe took on herſelf the Educa- 
tion of her two Sons, Tiberius and Caius Gracchus, 
and inſpired them with virtuous Sentiments. 
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EIGHTH EPOC HA. 
Rome ſtill continued victorious. Marius 
was ſucceſsful in ſubduing Zugurtha, King of 
Numidia, and alſo defeated the Teutons and 
Cimbri. Sylla ſubdued Mihridates,, King of 
Pontus. _ Lucullus, famous for his Luxury, was 
ſent into the Eaſt, but not being beloved by the 
Soldiery was recalled, and Pompey commanded 
in his Room. Pompey ſubdued Armenia, Syria, 
Theria, and Judea. But Rome was torn by in- 
teſtine Diviſions. Marius and Sylla were Rivals. 
lla aſſumed a tyrannic Sway and was choſen 
perpetual Dictator. Marius was driven out 
of Rome and Syl/a became the moſt execrable 
of Tyrants; he at, lengh died of a moſt loath- 

ſome Diſeaſe, 60 B. C. 


. 
NINTH EEPOC HA. 

Catiline now made his Appearance; he was of 

a fiery Temper, which no Danger could diſmay, 
and yet capable of the deepeſt Diſſimulation 
being deeply in Debt, owing to his looſe Life, 
he was reſolved to ſacrifice his Country to ex- 
tricate himſelf; accordingly about thirty of his 
Aſſociates entered into a moſt dreadful Conſpi- 
racy with him, to fire Rome and maſſacre the 
Senators, and then in the general Confuſion 
poſſeſs themſelves of all Power. Cicero, the 
Orator, by Means of a Woman of bad Character 
(Fulvia), was informed of this dreadful Plot, 
and took effectual Methods to oyerturn it,— 
| G Catiline, 
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( 38 ) 
Catiline, with a Number of the Rebels, re- 
treated to Gaul, but was routed by an Army 
which purſued them, and Catiline was killed, 
62 B. C. 


8 
NINTH EPO C HA. 


The Triumvirate of Czſar, Pompey, and Craſſus. 


Pompey and Craſſus were Rivals, but Cæſar, 
by a Maſter Stroke of Policy reconciled them 
and united his Intereſt with theirs, and thus 
gained them both to his Intereſt, and was 
choſen Conſul. Craſſus, who was rich to a 
Proverb, grew more and more avaricious, and 
engaging in an imprudent Expedition, againſt 
the Parthians, was killed, and his Army cut to 
Pieces, 53 B. C. Pompey and Cæſar ſoon grew 
jealous of each other; the Senate took part with, 
Pompey ; the Army and the People with Cæſar; 
Ceſar proved too powerful for Pompey, and 
entirely routed him at Pharſalia. Pompey fled. 
to Egypt, but there he was baſely aſſaſſinated, , 
48 B. C. | 
. 3. 
NINTH EPO C HA. 


Joris Cesar continued victorious over all. 
the Enemies of the Romans abroad, and over 
all his own Rivals at Home ; his Conqueſts 
abroad were ſome of them rapid to ſuch a 
Degree, that he deſcribed them himſelf by this 
Sentence, I came, I ſaw, I overcame. Cato, the 
famous Roman Senator, had retired with the 
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ns of Pompey's Army to Utica, in Africa; 
there he formed a few of his Friends into 
ſomething that reſembled a Roman Senate, and 
reſolved to oppoſe Cæſar, who followed him 
thither, but the enthuſiaſtic Love of Liberty 
that actuated him, did not to the ſame Degree 

fire his Friends; they went over to Cæſar, and 
Cato, judging Lite not worth preſerving, if 
Cæſar was triumphant, ſtabbed himſelf with a 
cool Intrepidity, that was worthy a better Cauſe, 
and better Principles. Cæſar ſubdued. all his 
open Enemies, and returned to Rome, where 
Honours were decreed him, and Powers given 
him, which no one Roman ever before enjoyed, 


46 B. C. 
1 
THE DEATH OF JULIUS CZSAR.” 


This great Man, who would never remain 
inactive, planned vaſt Projects that the longeſt - 
Life was not equal to: It was rumoured at 
Rome, that he aſpired to the Title of King; 
whether this was the Caſe, or whether his 1c cret | 
Enemies, who envied his Greatneſs, endeavoured -- 
to ſpread this, which if once believed, they knew 
muſt ruin him, as the Romans abhorred kingly 


Power; certain it is that they engaged Brutus, 


the moſt virtuous Man in Rome, and the boſom 
Friend of Cæſar, in a Conſpiracy, with about 
60 Senators, to aſſaſſinate Cæſar; Celar was 
warned of it, but as if conſcious his Clemency 
muſt have diſarmed every Foe, he diſregarded 
the Information, —In the Senate Houſe, jult 


8 2 under 


( 40 ) 

under the Statue of Pompey, the Conſpirators 
ſurrounded him, and gave him ſeveral Stabs; 
he defended himſeif, but when he ſaw Brutus 
attempting to ſtab him, he called out, Aud 
thou loo, Brutus, and defended himſelf no more, 
but covering himſelf with his Robe, fell at the 
Baſe of Pompey's Statue, in the 56th Year of 

his Age, March, 44 B. C. | 


Xl. 2. 
JULIUS CASAR. 


He was, on the whole, one of the greateſt 
Men that ever lived ; 'when young he was re- 
markable for his Effeminacy and Taſte for 
Dreſs, but was moſt likely only appearing the 
Man of Pleaſure to conceal his real Ambition 
and vaſt Projects; he is reckoned to have taken 
800 Towns, reduced 300 States, and defeated 
3000000 of Men in different Actions (he con- 
quered Britain, or rather invaded it, 53 and 
54 B. C.); always clement to his Enemies, and 
apparently averſe to every coercive Meaſure ; 
wiſe, mild, and attentive to the public good ; 
as a Legiſlator, Julius Ceſar appeared fitted by Na- 
ture to govern, as well as to conquer Mankind; 
yet all Ages ſeem to have agreed to leſſen all 
theſe good and great Qualities, by pronouncing 
him actuated only by Ambition, and to extol 
Brutus, who aſſaſſinated him, as actuated by 
the nobleſt of Motives, real Love of his Coun- 
try, In the midſt of his active Life Cæſar 
wrote Commentaries on the Art of War, which 

are 


| are 1 
his 11 
milit 


| . 
are now extant, and eſteemed as true Marks of 
his literary Genius, as his Victories were of his 
military Genius; he was aſſaſſinated 44 B. C. 


- > . 528, "ll 
TENTH EPOCHA. 


AUG USTUS CXSAR, FIRST EMPEROR 
OF ROME. 


Avousrus CESAR (or as he was called at firſt 
Ofavius) gained that ſupreme Power at Rome, 
the aiming at which had cauſed the Death of 
Julius Ceſar. It is ſtrange to ſee the Romans 

uietly ſubmit to acknowledge him Emperor, 
o little a Time after the Aſſaſſination of Julius 
Ceſar. Perfidy, Cruelty, Diſſimulation, and 
Intrigue it is ſaid marked all his Actions, before 
he gained the imperial Dignity. It is certain 
after he had gained it, he appeared juſt, bene- 
ficent, affable, and merciful ; attentive to every 
Thing that contributed to the good of his People. 
It is difficult to reconcile ſuch Contradictions 
in the ſame Character ; he had the Happineſs 
to have for his Friends and Encomiaſts, Men 
of the greateſt Learning, Abilities, and Taſte, 
Virgil, Ovid, Horace, and Mecenas celebrated 
his Actions in all the Beauties of Compoſition. 
This Reign was ſo remarkable for Men of Wit 
and Learning that when any Period of Time 
is mentioned as famous for Productions like 
theirs it 1s called the Auguſtan Age. Auguſtus 
Ceſar died after a Reign of 44 Years, aged 76, 
A. D. 14 or 15. 15 
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XII. 2. 
ANTHONY AND CLEOPATRA. 
They were both very remarkable Perſon- 
ages; he a Roman General, and the Friend of 
Julius and Auguſtus; and ſhe Queen of Egypt 
equally famous for her perſonal Charms and 
Wit, and being deſtitute of every Virtue, — 
Cleopatra having offended the Romans ſhe 
made her Peace with Anthony, by faſcinating 
him, by her Perſon and Accompliſhments ; he 
went with her to Egypt, and was loſt in Pleaſure 
and Diſſipation; having offended Auguſtus, by 
his Conduct, they came to an Engagement, at 
* Aftium, in which Anthony was defeated, owing 
to the Cowardice of Cleopatra. Anthony ſoon 
after ſtabbed himſelf, and ſhe poiſoned herſelf 
by Means of an Aſp, or Aſpic, 30 B. C. 


. 
THE CHRISTIAN ERA. 

From the fall of Adam and Eve, to this Time, 

it pleaſed the Supreme Being to give various 
Notices by the Prophets that in Time there 
ſhould be a great Perſon born, who ſhould be a 
Saviour, a Deliverer, a Lawgiver, and a mighty 
Prince, of whoſe Dominion there ſhould be no 
end. The Place of his Birth was foretold by 
ſome ; the Time when by Daniel, ſee chap. ix. 
the peculiar circumſtances attending his Birth, 
by other Prophets; the Glories of his Perſon, 
and the great Purpoſes he was to accompliſh, 
was ſet forth in all the ſublime Language of 

eaſtern Prophecy; and in ſome Prophecies the _ 
Sufferings 
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Jufferings and Humiliation of this divine Per- 
ſon. was plainly foretold ; theſe Notices had 
been diſperſed among other Nations by the * 
carrying away of the Ferws Captive, and thus 
was raiſed a univerſal Expectation that at this 
Time an extraordinary Perſon was to make 


his Appearance. 
II. 4 


THE CHRISTIAN RA. 


Agreeable to Prophecy, Jeſus Chriſt, the great 
Meſſiah, of whom the Law bore Witneſs by its 
typical Sacrifices, and the Prophets by their 
Prophecies, was born in Judea, in the Reign 
of Auguſtus, at the Time when all the known 
World enjoyed a profound Peace, and when to 
fgnify it was a Time of Peace the Temple 
of Fanus, in Rome, was ſhut. In the Perſon 
of Jeſus was that, Kingdom ſet up which was 
to be without End, which was to be glorioys 
without external Pomp, and univerſal though 
its Founder was himſelf deſpiſed and rejected; 
and ſo far has Omnipotence already fulfilled 
its Purpoſes and Decrees, that, notwithſtanding 
all the Reſiſtance made by Men to the Laws 
of Chrift, yet in Effect his Sway is owned, and 
his Conſequence aſſerted, ſince Time from his 
Birth is denominated The Chriſtian Ara, 


XIII. 
TIBERIAS CZXSAR, 2d EMPEROR. 
Tiberius, Son in Law of Auguſtus, by marrying 
his Daughter Julia, ſucceeded to the Empire, 
4 H y A. D. 


ſeeme 
was g 
Follie 
Tortu 
he we 
ſomet 
Horſe 
of ma 
him 1 
torme 


. ( 44) | | 
A. D. 15, in the 56th Year of his Age; he 
was a gloomy ſuſpicious Tyrant; he left the 
Affairs of Government entirely in the Hands 
of Hanus (who was a Miniſter juſt fit for 
ſuch a Tyrant), and retired to the beautiful 
IMand of Capria, oppoſite Naples, where his 
Debaucheries and infamous V ices exceed all 
Belief; he died, not without Suſpicion of Poiſon, 


in the 74th Year of his Age. Our Lord was 


crucified during his Reign. 1ſt Century of 
the Chriſtian Era. | 
XIV. 


CAIUS CALIGULA CESAR, 
3d EMPEROR, - 


_ Caligula, in the beginning of his Reign, 
ſeemed to promiſe well, but in a ſhort Time he 
was guilty of ſuch Cruelties, Enormities, and 


Follies, as ſeem almoſt incredible; he lengthened 


Tortures that Men might feel themſelves die; 


he went about habited ſometimes like a Male, 
ſometimes like a Female Deity ; he treated his 
Horſe as a principal Favourite, and even talked 


of making him Conſul. Such Actions rendered 


him too odious to be long ſuffered thus to 
torment Mankind; he was aſſaſſinated in the 


29th Year of his Age, the third Year of his 
Reign, about A. D. 42. 1ſt Century of the 


Chriſtian Era. 
4 1 
CLAUDIUS CESAR, 4th EMPEROR. 
After the Murder of that execrable Wretch, 
Caligula, the Senators made an Effort to reſtore 
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the republican Government, but the Soldiery 
who found the Benefit of a military Power over- 
ruled chem, dragged Claudius, Caligula's Uncle, 
(who had hidden himſelf, for fear ot being mur- 
dered,) from his hiding Place, and proclaimed 
him Emperor; he was 59 Years old, and natu- 
rally weak and ſtupid; whether through Fear. 
or real Clemency, the firſt Part of his Reign 
was mild and humane, but he ſoon gave himſelt 
up to be governed by Malina, his Wife, who 
was ſo abandoned a Creature, that her Name is 
ſtill uſed when we would characteriſe the worlt 
of Women. Tyranny was again triumphant at 
Rome; Claudius went into Britain, and totally 
ſubdued it, by his Lieutenant Veſpaſian. This 
wretched Emperor was poiſoned by his Wife 
Apripina. During his Reign many of the 
Epiltles were written, and the Goſpel ſpread - 
among many Nations. 


XVI. 
NERO CESAR, 5th EMPEROR. 

Nero was but 17 Years old when he began 
his Reign; he like other bad Princes, began 
well, but foon ſhewed himſeif one of the moſt . 
execrable Tyrants that ever was feat to ſcourge - 
Mankind; indeed, @ Nero is the Expreſſion 
uſed when we would ſtigmative any Prince as 
worſt of Tyrants. The Murder of his Mother, 
of Keneca the famous Philoſopher, Who was his 
Tutor, ſtand foremoſt among his Enormities. 
The Chriſtian Religion began to attract the 
Notice of the Roman Goverment, and Nero 
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ted the Chriſtians in the moſt barbarous 
anner; Peter and Paul ſuffered Martyrdom 
under this vile Emperor; it is ſuppoſed John 
wrote the Revelations in his Reign, which cloſes 
the facred Books. The Enormities of Nero 
engaged Galba, who was Governor of Sain, 

ainſt him. Galba marched to Rome, and was 
declared Emperor. Nero loſt all his Courage 
and was killed by his Secretary, at 30 Years 
of Age, and with him ended all the Family 
of Auguſtus, 54 A. D. 1ſt Century of the 
Chriſtian ZEra. 


XVII. 


GALBA, OTHO, AND VITELLIUS, 
6th, 7th, and 8th EMPERORS OF ROME. 


Galba was 72 Years of Age when he was 
declared Emperor; having no Children he re- 
ſolved to adopt as an Heir ſome one worthy the 
Empire, 2 pitched on Piſo; but Otho, who 
had been a Favourite of Galba, found means to 
engage the Army, and was proclaimed Emperor, 
and Galha was aſſaſſinated after reigning only 
feven Months; he appears to have made wiſe 
Regulations during his ſhort Reign. 

Ortho had ſcarce begun to reign, before Vi- 
tellius, General of ſome Legions in Germany, 
1 pared to give him Battle, and was proclaimed 

mperor; Ortho killed himſelf after reigning 
three Months and five Days. 

Nitellius was a Monſter of Cruelty and Glut- 
tony, and . himſelf ſo odious to the 
Reman, 


1 r 

Romans, that they reſolved to give the Empire 
to Veſpaſian, a Genetal who commanded in the 
Eaſt, and who raiſed from a mean Original. 


Note, Otho promiſed to have made a ood 


Emperor, he forbad his Soldiers to ſupport him, 
in Oppoſition to Viiellius, rather than involve 
Rome in a civil War. 

Theſe three Emperors reigned from 68 to 
69 A. D. iſt Century of the Chriſtian Era. 


| XVIII. 
VESPASIAN, gth EMPEROR OF ROME. 


Veſpafian began his Reign A. D. 69 ; he 
was himſelf of mean Original, but had long 
ſhewn himſelf a conſummate General, and great 
Man ; after being long under the Dominion of 
Wretches, who — ſent to ſcourge and tor- 
ment Mankind, Rome now ſaw herſelf under 
the Dominion of One, who knew how to govern 
with Honour to himſelf, and Advantage to 
Mankind. In this Emperor's Reign, Feru/alem 
was taken and totally deſtroyed, by his Son 
Titus, according to the Prophecy of our Lord, 
and the Jets diſperſed as had been long fore- 


told among all Nations. Veſpaſian's good and 


great Qualities were ſullied by his Rapacity 
and Avarice; he died, giving a Proof that his 
Mind was full of the high Station to which he 
had been raiſed, for finding his End approach- 
ing, he called out that an Emperor ſhould die 
flanding, and raifing himſelf on his Feet, expired 
in the Arms of his Attendant, A. D.79. 

| | XIX. 
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. 1 
TITUS, roth EMPEROR OF ROME. 


Titus, Son of Yeſpafian, was joyfully recog- 
nized as Emperor; it is ſaid in his Youth he 
had been in ſeveral Inſtances cruel and prodigal, 
but few Men, and fewer Emperors, have ſhewn 
ſuch exalted Inſtances of Seif Command, Cle- 
mency, Virtue, and indefatigable Aſſiduity, for 
the good of others, as Titus during his Reign ; 
hence he was called The Delight of Mankind. 
He ſubdued a ſtrong Paſſion for an accom- 

liſhed Woman (Berenice), only becauſe he 
— a Connection with her would not pleaſe 
his People. He one Night recollecting the 
Day had paſſed without performing any good 
Action, cried out, I have loſt a Day. This 
excellant Prince died A. D. 81, not without 
Suſpicion of being Poiſoned by his Brother 
Domitian, In this Reign there was a remark- 
able Eruption of Mount Yeſuvis, and on this 
Occaſion Pliny the Elder loſt his Life, by ven- 
turing too near to obſerve it. 1ſt Century of 
the Chriſtian Era. 

7 

DOMITIAN, 11th EMPEROR OF ROME. 

Domitian proved himſelf one of thoſe exe- 
crable Tyrants, Rome had too often ſeen; if 
poſſible he ſurpaſſed Nero in Cruelties ; he de- 
lighted in being a Spectator of the Tortures 
he condemned poor Wretches to ſuffer; he 
carried about with him Tablets on which were 
inſcribed the Names of thoſe he purpoſed to 

| _ - deſtroy; 
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deſtroy ; his Wife Domitia fortunately hap- 

d to find them, and ſeeing her own Name 
inſerted in the fatal Liſt, he ſhewed them to 
others whoſe Names alſo were in this black 
Catalogue, they ſoon entered into a Conſpiracy, 
and diſpatched this Monſter, A. D. 96. He 
was the laſt of the twelve Cæſars, which are 
reckoned thus: 1. Julius Cæſar, 2. Auguſtus 
Cæſar, 3. Tiberius Cæſar, 4. Caligula Cæſar, 
5. Claudius Cæſar, 6. Nero Cæſar, 7. Galba 
Czſar, 8. Otho Cæſar, 9. Vitellius Cæſar, 10. 
Veſpaſian Czſar, 11. Titus Cæſar, 12, Domi- 
tian Cæſar. 1ſt Century of the Chriftian ZEra. 


| XXI. 
N E RV A. 

After the Death of Domitian, Nerva, a Spa- 
niard, ſucceeded to the Empire about 96 A. D. 
he was remarkable for his Clemency and Mo- 
deration ; he was the firſt foreign Emperor 
who had reigned in Rome; he died A. D. 98, 
after having appointed Trajan his Succeflor. 
iſt Century of the Chriſtian Ara, 

| op + 4 | 

. 

Trajan was a wiſe and good Emperor; he 
was however induced to perſecute the Chriſ- 
tians; there are ſome remarkable Letters that 
paſſed between him and Pliny the younger, on 
this Subject, now extant; they are much to 
the Honour of the Chriſtians, for it appears 
after the ſtricteſt Enquiry made about them 
by Order of Trajan, that nothing could be 

I alledged 


— 
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alledged againſt them, but that they worſhipped 
one Jeſus, as a God; but. that their Morals 
were pure, and that they loved one another. 
Trajan built a moſt extraordinary Bridge over. 
the Danube, of which there are ſome Veſtiges 
now; he died A. D. 117. 2d Century, 


. 
SAN. 
Adrian, Nephew to Trajan, ſucceeded him; 
he was remarkable for his Accompliſhments; 
the philoſophic Sayings recorded of him, prove 
him to have known what was right, but he, like 
moſt of the heathen Emperors, often contra- 
dicted this by his Actions; however, compared 
with ſome others, he was a good Emperor. 
He went into Britain, and built a Wall to 
ſecure the Britons from the Scors, The Jerus 
rebelled under a falſe Meſſiah, many of them 
ira and Feruſalem was rebuilt under the 
ame of Elia Capitolina, Adrian, when dying, 
compoſed a famous Ode, of which Pope's Ode 
of the dying Chriſtian to his Soul, is a cloſe Im» 
tation. Adrian died A. D. 138. 2d Century. 


XXIV. 
ANTONIN US. 

He was a good Emperor, and a Philoſopher, 
remarkable for his Humanity and Clemency; 
many wiſe Laws and Regulations mark his 
Reign; he died A. D. 138. His Name was ſo 
reſpectable that the ſucceeding Emperors were 
called Antonines, 2d Century. 

12 XXV. 
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iT. XXV. 
MARCUS AU RELIUS. 
He was a Prince of remarkable Abilities and 


Virtues. - There is now extant a Book of his, 


containing a Number of the wiſeſt and truly 
philoſophical Maxims. During his Reign, he 
was engaged in a War with ſome of the German 
Nations, and his Army being on the point of 
periſhing, for want of Water, it is ſaid, the 


Chriſtians, who compoſed part of his Army, 
prayed to God to relieve them, on which there 


fell ſuch a Quantity of Rain as refreſhed the 


whole Army, while that of their Enemy was 


deftroyed by Thunder and Lightning, on which 


this Legion was termed the Thundering Legion. 


This Story is by the beſt Authors diſcredited. 


Chiſtianity was now left to make its Way by 


the Excellency of its Doctrines, not by its Mi- 


racles. Aurelius died A. D. 161. 2d Century. . 


XXVI. 


With Aurelius ended the Reigns of what is - 
called the five good Emperors. that is Nerva, . 
Trajan, Adrian, Antoninus, and Aurelius. Under 


their Reigns, the Chriſtians, though ſometimes 
rſecuted, were ſometimes alſo favourably dealt 
with. It is ſaid during this Period the Britons 


were converted to Chriſtianity, the Germans and 


Gauls were. The Cuſtom of figning with the 


Croſs in Baptiſm, and the turning toward, the 
Eaſt, was uſed by Chriſtians firſt in 200 A. D. 


or the 2d Century. 
Theſe Emperors are called the Antonines. 
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XXVII. 

COM MODUS AND PERTINAX. 

Commodus, who ſucceeded Aurelius, was far 
from following the worthy Example of his Fa- 
ther; on the contrary, he ſeems to have cloſely 
imitated Nero and Domitian; he died A. D. 180. 

Pertinax, a Man of obſcure Birth, was now 
raiſed to the imperial Throne ; he was a 
Emperor and a great Man; but ſo licentious . 
and diſſolute were the Roman Soldiery become, 
that they aſſaſſinated him, A. D. 193; and ac- 
tually ſet up the Crown to Sale, Didius bought 
it, and reigned for a little Time, when Severus, 
a great General, marched to Rome, and was. 
proclaimed Emperor. 

XXVIII. 
7 US, 

He was a Man of great Ambition, and of 
a ſevere and cruel Diſpoſition ; he, during his 
Reign, marched into Britain, and built a new 
Wall, between the Forth and the Clyde. He 
was a Man of ſome Learning, and was, on the 
whole, a ſtrange Mixture of Vice and Virtue ; 
he died at York A.D. 194. 


XXIX. 1, | 
From the Time of Severus to the Succeſſion 
of Aurelian, a Space of about 59.Years, various 
Emperors filled the Throne, moſt of them weak 
and wicked Princes, who were murdered by 
the very Soldiery who had raiſed them to the 
imperial Throne. Alexander Severus deſerves 
to. be excepted from this Liſt of wretched 
| Emperors ; 
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Emperors; he was an Example of Virtue and 
greatneſs of Mind, at a very early Age; he 
reigned from 222 to 235 A. D. ; 


XXIX. 2, 
Roman Hiſtory from Severus to Aurelian, 

The Names of the principal Emperors, from 
Severus to Aurelian, were Caracalla, Heliogabalus, 
Alexander Severus, Maximin or Maximinus, Gor- 
dian, Jun. Phillp, Decius, Gallus, Gallienus, 
Claudius, The Goths twice made dreadful 
Irruptions into the Roman Territories, thoſe 
northern Nations, who were hereafter to become 
the Conquerors of this mighty Empire. Rome 
was at this Time a Scene of Bloodſhed and 
Horror, | 

1. 

Aurelian was an active and brave Man; he 
ſtrengthened Rome which had been hurt by the 
Incurſions of the Barbarians; he was ſucceſsful 
in his War in the Eaſt, where he took the famous 
Zenobia Priſoner ; he after this made the moſt 
magnificent Entry into Rome that had been 
ſeen for ſome Time; he is cenſured for his 
Severity; he was murdered by ſome Conſpi- 
rators, A. D. 276. 

XXX. 2. 
„. . 

Zenobia is one of the moſt celebrated female 
Characters of Antiquity. She was the Wife of 
Odinathus, who governed Palmyra, Egypt, and 
Syria ; the was beautiful in her Perſon, and 
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united Learning with her Accompliſhments ; 
after her Huſband's Death, ſhe reigned with 
Wiſdom and Firmneſs, and poſſeſſed a Share 
of military Knowledge, and perſonal Valour, 
not inferior to many a celebrated Hero, It 
was however her Fortune to be vanquiſhed b 

Aurelian, and to be led in Triumph, throug 

the Streets of Rome, to grace the triumphal 
Proceſſion of Aurelian; after this ſhe however 
was treated with Reſpect, had an elegant Villa 
aſſigned her at Tivoli, 20 Miles from Rome, 
and her Daughters married into noble Roman 
Families. The celebrated Longinus was her 
prime Miniſter, and killed by Aurelian. 


XXXI. 

After the Death of Aurelian, there was an 
Interregnum of eight Months; then Tacitus was 
elected, a Deſcendant of the famous Hiſtorian 
of that Name; he was a Man of blameleſs Life, 
his Reign was ſhort, perhaps he was murdered, 
by that inſolent Body the Soldiery, at leaſt, 
they by the Vexation they cauſed him haſtened 
his Death, A. D. 236. ; 

Probus was then raiſed- to the Throne, and 
he, in an active Reign of ſix Years, reſtored 
Peace and Order to the Empire, but attempting 
to reſtrain the licentious Soldiery they aſſaſſi- 
nated him, A. D. 282. 

XXXII. | 

Carus was next raiſed to the imperial Dig- 
nity ; after him Diocletian, a Man of obſcure 
Birth reigned ; he aſſociated three WE 

wi 


i n 
with him in the Empire, who were alſo called 
Cæſars; Maximin, Galerius, and Conftantius.— 
The Barbarians were now making frequent 
Incurfions on the Roman Empire; and Rome 
inſtead of making new Conqueſts had enough 
to do to repel theſe northern Banditti. In 305 
A. D. Diocletian reſigned the Empire. The 
Chriſtians ſuſtained a dreadful Perſecution at 
this Time. 4th Century. 
| XIXXIII. 1. 
ELEVENTH EPOCHA. 
CONSTANTINE THE GREAT. 
Conſtantine the Great aſcended the Throne 
after the ſhort Reign of his Father, Conſtantius 
Chlorus he had at firſt ſome Difficulties to 
encounter, but he. ſoon conquered them all; 
he took Byzantium, ſince called Conſtantinople ;, 
but the moſt remarkable Event that happened, 
with which another Epocha commences is the 
Converſion of Conftantine to the Chriſtian Faith; 
he is ſaid to have been converted to Chriſtianity, 
by having ſeen on one of his Marches a lumi- 
nous Croſs in the Air, with theſe words, By this 
conguer, and the next Night he ſaw Chrift himſelf 
alluring him of Victory; but this is not credited 
by the beſt Authors; all we really know is that 
Conflantine became a Chriſtian. 


XXXIII. 2. 
CONSTANTIN E. 
The Chriſtians, now, from being almoſt in- 
variably perſecuted, ſaw their Religion profeſſed, 
and conſequently protected by the Sovereign ur 
. K the 
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the World. It is however, a Queſtion whether 
the Chriſtian Religion gained by this great 
Event; Pomp and Ceremony were introduced 
into a Religion which was founded on very 
different Principles; fierce Diſputes on the 
Doctrines of Chriſtianity were now agitated, 
and many embraced that Religion, becauſe it 
was pleaſing to the Emperor. 
| XXXIII. 3. 
CONSTANTINE. 
_ » Conſtantine removed the Seat of Empire from 
Rome to Byzantium, called, from that Time, 
Conſtantinople, The Emperor beſtowed every 
Thing on this City that could tend to its Beauty 
and Stability ; this Event introduced a great 
Revolution, Rome was much hurt by it, and 
many ſuppoſe this Removal of the Scat of the 
Empire to be one principal Cauſe of the Decline- 
of the Roman Empire. 
| XXXIII. 4. 

Conſtantine died 337, A. D. and it is very diffi- 
cult to form a proper Judgment of his Character. 
The Enemies to the Chriſtian Religion endea- 
vouring to blacken his Character merely becauſe 
he was a Chriſtian, and the Chriſtians of thoſe 
Days exalting his Virtues and leſſening his Vices 
on Account of his Converſion to Chriſtianity. 
His Removal of the Seat of Government to 
Conſtantinople appears to be a Weakneſs, and to 
betray a Want of Foreſight; his military Ac- 
tions ſpeak him brave and active; but his Life 
appears to have been tarniſhed with Cruelties. * 
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| „ XXXIAV, 1. N 
FULIAN THE APO STATE. 
Conſtantius the Son of Conſtantine reigned 
with his three Brothers ſome Time; they were 
weak Princes. Julian one of the ſame Family 
had been aſſociated witk Conſtantius in the Em- 
pire for ſome Time, and after the Death of 
Conftantius, reigned alone; he (whether from 
the Folly of thoſe who educated him, or from 
the ill Treatment his Family had received from 
Conſtantine) had conceived the greateſt Averſion 
to Chriſtianity, and profeſſed the utmoſt Zeal. 
for Paganiſm, and laboured all he could to 
extirpate Chriſtianity z he was temperate and 
brave; his Character is much exalted by the 
Enemies of Chriſtianity ; he died 263 A. D. 


XXXIV. 2. 

Attempt to rebuild Jerufalem. 
Julian was acquainted with the Prediction, 
that the Temple ſhould never be rebuilt; to 

diſcredit Chriſtianity therefore, he reſolved to 
rebuild ir, and for that Purpoſe declared him- 
ſelf the Protector of the Jeros, and aſſembled 
Multitudes of thenr at 1 to behold the 
Temple riſing once more from its Ruins; but 


it is a well atteſted Fact, that as they attemptel 


the Work, Balls of Fire continually broke out 
from the Foundations, and the Workmen were 
obliged to deſiſt, | 

XXX V. + 


Yovian, a Chriſtian, ſucceeded Julian, but his 
Reign was ſhort, only one Year, The Empire 
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was then divided, Valens reigned in the Eaſt, and 
Valentinian and Gratian in the Weſt, Theodofius 
the Great ſucceeded to the eaſtern Empire, and 
in his Reign Chriſtianity might. be ſaid to be 
eſtabliſhed. The Barbarians obtained a Settle- 
ment in the Empire during the Reign of Valens 
and Valentinian; from Jovian to Theodofius, is a 
Space of 10 Years, viz. from 364 to 375 A. D. 


from Theodoſius to the Invaſion of Alaric was 


28 Years, 


XXXVI. I. | 
LAST -EPOCHA- I 
ALARIC THE GOTH. 


Alaric was one of thoſe barbarous Chiefs 
who accelerated the Fall of Rome; he invaded 
Traly, A. D. 403, in the Reign of the feeble 
and weak Honorius, and beſieged the Emperor 
in Milan, but the Barbarians were obliged to 
retreat, for a Time, and the Emperor fixed his 
Court at Ravenna. In 408, Alaric marched to 
Rome, and laid Siege to it; dreadful was now 
the Condition of this great City ;- Famine and 


Plague committed their dreadful Devaſtations 


on the miſerable Citizens; they deputed two 
Ambaſſadors to wait on Alaric; he agreed to a 
Suſpenſion of Arms, and at laſt to a Ranſom. 
Alaric conducted himſelf with a Moderation 
and Juſtice that might rank him with an an- 
cient Roman, The Perfidiouſneſs of the Romans 
obliged Alaric to beſiege Rome a ſecond Time, 


n 

<< XXXVI. 2. . 

"LAST -EEDCHaA. 

ALAS: ©: © 
Aaric entered Rome and gave an Emperor to 
the Ramans, Attalus, while the wretched Hono- 
14s, trembled at Ravenna. A ſeaſonable Re- 
inforcement of Troops however arriving, and 


Allalus wanting Spirit and Docility, Aaric ſtrip- 


ped Attalus of his Dignity, and Peace ſeemed 

now likely to be negociated between Honorius 
and Alaric; but hearing a Report that Honorius 
had received a Foe of his into the Palace, he 
again attacked Rome, A. D. 410, and then ac- 
tually ſacked that unhappy City, yet Alaric who 
was himſelf a Chriſtian, reſpected the Laws of 
Religion and Juſtice, and amidſt the Horrors 
and Calamities conſequent on ſuch a Scene, 
many an Inſtance of Virtue and Humanity 
were given by ſome of theſe Barbarians. Alaric 
abandoned Rome the ſixth Day ; he prepared 
to an Expedition againſt Africa, but died ſud- 
denly, A. D. 410. bk. 


ROMAN EMPERORS, 
From Aurelius to the Invaſion of Rome by Alaric, 
From 180 to 410 A. D. 


Commodus, Maximinus, 
Pertinax, Gordianus Jun. 
Severus, Philip, 
Caracalla, Decius, 
Heliogabalus, Gallus, 


Alexander, Gallienus, 
$ | Claudius, 
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Claudius, Julian, 


Aurelian, Iovian, 

Probus, . E. Valens, 
Aurelius Carus, tw. Valentinian, 
Diocletian, | Theodoſius, 
Conſtantius Chlorus, , E. Arcadius, 
Conſtantine, W. Honorius. 


Conſtantius II. 


| XXXVII. 
ATTILA THE. HUN. 

The Huns, it is ſuppoſed, were originally a 
Tartar Nation, who were driven from China, 
and rolled on, in a vaſt Body, to the Contines 
of the Roman Empire. Attila was a Deſcen- 
dant of theſe Huns; he was in every Reſpect 
a Barbarian ; fierce, impetuous, cruel, hardy, 
and averſe to every Refinement; he ravaged the 
faireſt Provinces of Europe, and was one of the 
moſt dreadful Scourges to Mankind, that was 
ever permitted by Providence. The Scourge. 
of God, and the Deſtroyer of Nations, is the 
Epithet by which contemporary Writers deſ- 
cribe him; his Ravages continued from 441 to 
r | 2 N 

| XXXVTII. | 

GENSERIC THE VANDAL. 

The Yandals, another northern Nations, have, 
with the Goths and Huns, made themſelves fa- 
mous by the Share they had in the Deſtruction 
of Rome. Africa was the Scene of their Con- 
queſts, and Genſeric their moſt renowned * * 

r 
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after conquering Africa; he in the Reign of 
Maximinus ſacked Rome, A. D. 455, many no- 
ble Romans and their Families were obliged to 
embark on Board his Fleet, as Captives, and 
carried to Carthage; there they met with ſome 
Alleviation to their Miſeries, in the Compaſſion 
and charitable Support of Deogratias, Biſhop of 
Carthage, who ſold the Plate of the Church to 
. purchaſe the Freedom of ſome, and aſſiſt the 
Wants of others; he viſited the Sick with a 
Sympathy and Aſſiduity, that enhanced the 
Value of his Services, A. D. 445. 


XXXIX. 


Exlinction of the zveftern (the proper Roman) Em- 


pire, by Odoacer, firſt King of Italy. 

In the Space of 20 Years, ſince the Death 
of Valentinian, nine Emperors had ſucceſſively 
diſappeared, and the unfortunate Aguſtulus was 
the laſt Emperor of Rome; Odoacer a Barbarian, 
dethroned him, and diſmiſſed him with a Pen- 
ſion, to Campania. Odbacer was politic and pru- 
dent; he declined the Purple, and only aſſumed 
the Title of King of 7aly; this Event happened 


about A. D. 476 or 479. Tah exhibited a a 


ſad Picture of Miſery, Agriculture had long 


been neglected at Rome, and therefore they 


depended on other Countries for Subſiſtence. 
In the Diviſion and Decline of the Empire 
theſe Reſources had failed; Odoacer, though 


rudent and humane, could not relieve them; 


he after a Reign of 14 Years gave way to the 
more fortunate Theodoric. 
I, Note, 


S 
Note, Rome was built 627 B. C. and finally 


8 XI. 
FALL OF ROME. 


The Roman Commonwealth had conquered 
the World by the Wiſdom of its civil Maxims, 


and the Rigour of its military Diſcipline; but 
under the Emperors the former were deſpiſed, 


and the latter gradually relaxed. Though Rome 

continued under the Emperors for a ng while 
er the 

Seeds of her Diſſolution; the Luxuries of the 


Eaſt were introduced to an enormous Degree; 


Miſtreſs of the World, yet ſhe carried in 


the Barbarians were bought off by large Sums, 
"which drained Rome of her Revenues, while it 


encouraged and enabled the Barbarians to bar- 
raſs them again and again. In leſs than two- 


Centuries after the firſt Irruption of the bar- 
barous Nations the vaſt Fabrick of the Roman 
Power was overturned, 


XLI. 


It is ſuppoſed that the Time which elapſed, 
from the Death of Theodofius the Great to the 
the Eſtabliſhment of the Lombards in ah, a 
Space of about 176 Years, was the moſt cala-- 


mitous Period ever known. The: Goths, the 


Huns, and the YVangals, were continually pouring 


forth from the North, and. committing horrid 


Devaſtations; Aitila the Hun was of all others 
the moſt.dreadful Scourge ; Authors who lived 
at this dreadful Time, are at a Lols for Words 


to.expreſs the Horrors of this Period. 
Ez. XLII. 


conquered 479 A. D. A Space of 1106 Years. , 
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| XLII. | 
Extent of. the Roman Empire. 


The Roman Empire at its greateſt Height is - 
ſuppoſed to have been 2000 Miles in Breadth, . 


in Length 30oo from the weſtern Ocean to the 
Euphrates, in all 1600000 ſquare Miles; it com- 


prehended in u, a Minor to the Perſian 


Gulf; in Africa all the then known Parts; and 
in Europe what is now known by the Names 
of Spain, Portugal, France, Savoy, Switzerland, 


Britain, Thrace, Macedonia, Greece, and Italy,— 


At the Time of Auguſtus is was bounded on 


the Weſt by the Atlantic, on the North by the 


Rhine and Danube; on the Eaſt by the Eu- 
pbrates, and on the South by Arabia and Africa. 
The only Acceſſion after this was Britain. 


| XLIII. 
GREATNESS OF ROME. 


Such was the Wealth and Power of the 
Roman Senators, that the Luxury they were 


enabled to live in, makes the Luxury of the 
preſent Day as nothing, when compared with 
theirs ; many of the richeſt Senators, it is ſaid, 
had Incomes of 1000001, Sterling; their Eſtates 


and Poſſeſſions were not confined to Tah, they 
were extended far beyond the Tonian-and Egean 


Seas. Several Examples are recorded in the 
Reign of Honorius of Nobles who celebrated the 


Year of their Prezorſhip by a Feſtival which | 


laſted ſeven Days, and coſt above 1000001, 
Sterling. Lucullus in the Time of Auguſtus, it 
is faid, expended 1300l. in a Dinner. Com- 
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e theſe Senators with the Dictator, who was 


twice calle&from his Plough to the Dictatorſhip, 


and need we wonder that Rome at one Period 


was riſing in real Greatneſs, and at the other 


finking to Ruin, while oppreſſed with this falſe. 


Greatneſs... 
XEN. | 
GREATNESS OF ROME, 
The amazing public Baths were ſome of the 


nobleſt Monuments of Roman ah '$ 


they were opened at ſtated Hours, for the Uſe 


the common People, as well as the Senators ; 


they contained above 1600 Seats of Marble; the 


Walls were covered with curious Moſaic, and 
a. perpetual Stream. of hot Water was poured. 
into capacious Baſons, through Mouths of bright 
and maſſy Silver The Circus, where the public 


Games were exhibited, contained 400000 Spec- 
tators; here the Gladiators fought, and here the 
hunting 'of wild Beaſts and Chariot Races were 


exhibited, —The Form of Rome was almoſt a 


Circle; it is ſaid the Circuit of the Walls was 


21 Miles, and the Number of Inhabitants eſti- 
mated at 120000, which exceeds the populouſ- 
neſs of the greateſt Cities of modern Eyrope. 
XLV. 

R M NE. 

After Odoacer had given way to Theodoric 
in 493 A. D. it was in 537, recovered to the 
eaſtern Empire, by Beliſarius, General of Juſti- 
nian, then Emperor; but in 547, the Goths, 


under Totela, again took Rome; in 553, Norſes 
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the Roman General conquered and flew Teia, 


the laſt King of the Goths in Italy; after which 


it was governed by Officers called Exarchs, who +. | 


reſided at Ravenna. In 726, Rome revolted 

from the Emperors, and became a free State, 

till 800 A. D. 8 
| XLVI. 

Alteration occaſioned by the Fall of Rome. 


Toward the Cloſe of the ſixth Century, the 
: Saxons were in Poſſeſſion of South Britain; the 
Franks of Gaul; the Huns of Panonia ; the Goths 
of Hain; the Goths and Lombards of Italy; and 
ſcarce any Veſtige of Roman Policy, Juriſpru- 
dence, Arts, and Literature remained; Ignorance 
and Darkneſs overſpread all Europe 755 this 
Time to the 11th Century; and in theſe Times 


it was that the papal Religion grew up and 


flouriſhed, 
XLVII. 
| ROME. 

In 800 A. D. Rome acknowledged Charle- 
maigne as Emperor of the Weſt, and he ſur- 
rendered the City and Dutchy of Rome to the 
Pope, reſerving the Sovereignty to himſelf, as 
Emperor of the Romans ; and under this Form 
of Goverment, viz, that of Popes it remains to 


this Day. 
XLVIII. I. 
ORDER OF PUBLIC OFFICERS. 
Decemvirs or Decemviri, Ten (as the Term 
ſignifies) of the principal Senators, whoſe Power 
continuing one Year ſhould be equal to * 
* | 0 


| „ N 
of Kings, appointed to digeſt the Laws of t 
twelve Tables, and aboliſned when Appius ſeized 
on Virginia. 
Cenſors. Two Officers elected generally from 
the Patricians, choſen every fifth Year ; their 
Buſineſs was to take an Eſtimate of the Number 


and Eſtates of the People, to diſtribute them 


in their proper Claſſes, to inſpect the Manners 
and Lives of their fellow Citizens, and to take 
care of the Finances, and inſpect the public 
Buildings. A moſt reſpectable Office to which 
Rome owed much of her Glory. 


XLVIII. 2. 
ORDER OF PUBLIC OFFICERS. 

Conſuls. Two annual Magiſtrates appointed 
when the regal Form was aboliſhed ; their Power 
nearly equal to the regal, with the ſame Pri- 
vileges and Enſigns of Authority, and choſen 
from the Senate, | 

DiRator. A temporary Magiſtrate who had 
abſolute Power, not only over all Ranks of Peo- 
ple, but over the Laws themſelves, appointed 
at the Time the Senate and the Plebeians were 


at variance, about the Payment of the Debts 
of the People. 


Tribunes of the People, Elected moſt com- 


monly from among the People, they confirmed 
or annulled the Decrees of the Senate; their 
Number was at firſt five, -and afterwards ten 


appointed, when the People, by the Severity 


of the Senate, deſerted and encamped upon 
the facred Mount, 
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XLIX. 
Recapitulation of the Roman Hiſtory. 


It ought to be remembered, that it is not | 


the Rapidity or the Extenſion. of the Roman 
Conqueſt, that entitle them to that Share of 
Attention, that to the lateſt Time will probably 
be given to their Hiſtory. It is the Works of 
Utility and Skill, that every where, even now, 
mark the Progreſs of the Roman Arms. Roads 
of vaſt Extent, Walls of ſurpriſing Strength, 
and Baths of amazing Magnificence, are the 
Veſtiges in every Country they conquered, that 
the Romans rendered every Country the better 
for being ſubdued by them. Other Conquerors 
deſolated and ſubdued ; the Romans embelliſhed 
where they conquered, and rather raiſed the 
Vanquiſhed to be what they were, than enſlaved 
and ſubjugated them. | FAD 
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Recapitulation of the Roman Hiſtory. 
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Romulus built it, about 627 B. C. J 1 


+ King of Judah, and the Prophets Iſaiah, Eze- 


kiel, and Daniel lived in this Century. Solon 


of Athens lived then,—After Romulus the ſeven 
Kings of Rome reigned ; Turguin was the laſt of 
thele Kings; the bad Conduct of his Son cauſed 
the People to aboliſh this Form of Govern- 
ment, which is called Regal, and eſtabliſh a 
Republic ; this Form of Government laſted with 
various Alterations from 509 B. C. to 31 B. C. 
when Auguſtus Ceſar was choſen Emperor. 
Ss nt Note) 
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Note, It was under the Republican Form of 


Government Rome roſe to her Height of Glory 
and became Miſtreſs of the World. 


| LI. 7 
Recapitulation of the Roman Hiſtory. 


Auguſtus Cæſar was ſucceeded by Tiberius, 
Caligula, Claudius, Nero, Galba, Otho, Vitellius, 
Veſpaſian, Titus, and Domitian; theſe, including 
Julius Cæſar, are called the twelve Cæſars, 

and reigned to 81 A. D. Then ſucceeded the 
Antonines, or five good Emperors, viz. Nerva, 
Trajan, Adrian, Antoninus Pius, and Aurelius, 
161. Then Commodus, Per tinax, Severus, 
Caracalla, Heliogabalus, Alexander, Maximinus, 
Gordianus, Philip, Decius, Gallus, Gallienus, 
Claudius, Aurelian, Probus, Aurelius Carus, 
Diocleſian, and Conſtantius Chlorus, to 304 
A. D.— Theſe were all heathen Emperors, and 
moſt of them a Diſgrace to human Nature; | 
Rome grew luxurious and diffolute under them, 1 


LII. 
Recapitulation of the Roman Hiſtory. 


Conſtantine the Great ſucceeded to the Em- 
ev A. D. 305; he was the firſt Chriſtian 
mperor ; he removed the Seat of Empire 
from Rome to Conſtantinople, which he built, 

and when he died, divided the Empire between 

_his Sons, and it was afterwards known by the 

Name of the eaſtern and weſtern Empire; Con- 
Hantinople being the Capital of the Former, 
M2. and 
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ad Rome of the Latter; they were however 


| ſometimes governed by the ſame Em 


Julian ſurnamed the Apoſtate, ſucceeded the 


OT, 


Sons of Conſtantine ;, he hated Chriſtianity and 


took great Pains to extirpate it; Jovian and 


Falentinian ſucceeded him. 
n 


Recapitulation of the a Hiſtory: 


 - Theodofius the Great was Emperor both of 

Eaſt and Weſt; in his Reign, and not before, 
viz. in A. D. 375, Chriſtianity may be ſaid 
to be eſtabliſhed ; after him we. meet in both | 


Empires with very few Emperors worth Notice; 
voluptuous, wicked, or weak and bigotted, may 


deſcribe moſt of them. Rome declined on the 


Removal of the Seat of Empire to Conſtantinople 


Vaſt Tribes- of Barbarians, that inhabited the 
Countries North of the Nine and Danube, even 
to China, continually broke in, andin A. D. 476,. 
Odoacer, a Barbarian, defeated Auguſtulus, Em- 
peror of Rome, and finally deſtroyed the Roman 


Empire. 


ROMAN EMPERORS.. 
Auguſtus, 


Tiberius, 

Caligula, 

Claudius, 
Nero, 


| ( 79 ) 
Otho, 
Vitellius, 


Trajan, 
Adrian, 
Antoninus Pius, 


Marcus Aurelius. 
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Commodus, 
Pertinax, 

Didius, 

Septimus Severus, 
Caracalla, 
Heliogabalus, 
Alexander Severus, 
Maximinus, 
Gordianus, 

Philip, 

Decius, 

Gallus, 

Gallienus, 
Claudius II. 
Aurelian, 

Tacitus, 

Probus, 

Aurelius Carus, 
Diocletian, 
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Conſtantius Chlorus, 
Canſtantine-the Great. 
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Conſtantius IL 


Julian, 
Jovian. 
Weſtern Enpire. Eaſtern Empire. 
Valentinian, ä Valens, 
Valentivian I. Theodofius the Great, 
Honorius, Arcadius, 
Valentinian III. Theodoſius II. 
Auguſtulus. Marcian, 
| Leo, 
Leo II. 
Anaſtatius, 
Juſtin, 
Juſtinian, 
8 II. 
iberius, c. Sc. Oc. 


EASTERN EMPIRE. 


This Empire, called alſo the Greek Empire, 


continued to be governed by Chriſtian Princes, 


from the Time of Conſtantine the Great, till 
1453 A. D. when it was taken by the Deſ- 
cendants of Mabommed, who made it the Seat 


of their Empire; ſince that it has been called 
the Turkiſh Empire, The Greek or eaſtern 


Emperors, 
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Emperors, were, in general, a Set of weak 
Princes, and a Diſgrace to human Nature, al- 
ways engaged in the moſt frivolous Diſputes 
in Theology, while their Morals were the moſt 
abandoned, and their Luxury the moſt un- 
bounded. 

Many beautiful Remains of Magnificence 
are ſtill to be ſeen at Conſtantinople. 


FINIS. 


